
 

 
 

 

 
 

Editor’s desk 
IT SEEMS impossible to improve on our 
congress, but we managed to do so according to 
many of the participants. A couple of Sunshine 
Coasters went out of their way to say 
“congratulations, you really do a great job with 
this congress; we’ll the back next year”. Entries 
for another 5 tables had to be rejected due to the 
restricted space available in the hall, further 
evidence of Arana’s popularity.  
 A lot of the kudos go to Pam Horton for 
convening the last 3 congresses. Special thanks 
are also due to Alison Fulwood and her kitchen 
staff, all of whom can take a bow. I am sure that 
at least half the crowd come solely for the 
desserts.  
 The club heats of the gold point knock out 
teams saw all of the 14 teams earn some gold 
points. The 4 teams progressing to the Brisbane 
zone final should be competitive.  
 More teams next month with the Tue and 
Wed championships on the first 3 weeks in July. 
Entries are restricted to financial members of 
Arana and close on the last week in June. 

Richard McLauchlan 
 
Management committee 
ITEMS of interest from the management 
committee meeting of 27 May include:  
 Clubhouse: Office of Sport is now in the Dept 
of Emergency Services but they are not taking 
applications for grants at present.  
 We have $7 700 cash (including Congress 
entries) and $105 000 invested.  
 The congress has a full 30 tables with at least 4 
tables being turned away from lack of space.  
 The club subsidised the heats of the gold point 
teams by $24 after deducting zone entry fees and 
costs for duplicated boards and hand records.  

 Our teams championships start in July. The 
fairest movement will require duplicated boards, 
so a $2 entry fee (plus normal table fees) will 
apply to cover these costs. 
 
ARANA congress 
A FULL house of 30 tables contested our 1996 
congress. The boards in the qualifying sessions 
definitely favoured NS, with EW being rewarded 
in the scoring for conservative play. After being 
wrung out for many rounds, most EWs thought 
their turn had arrived with board 13 in Q1. 

 13/ N/ All J 7 6 5 4 
  2 
  A 7 5 2 
 A K Q 3 9 6 4 2 
 K J 8 6 5 4 3   A Q 9 
 J 10  8 3 
 -- 10 9 8 A K Q J 10 8 5 
  10 7 
  K Q 9 6 4 
  7 3 2 

 With both E and W holding 4 loser hands for a 
total of 17 tricks, its hard not to bid at least small 
slam. Of the 27 pairs who played the board, 8 bid 
game only (4H, 5H, 5C), 3 bid 6C, 13 bid 6H, 2 
bid 7H and 1 bid 7NTX.  
 As S, what do you lead against 6C? The DK 
looks good, and when it holds, another D puts 6C 
down. As N, what to lead against 6H? The DA, 
encouraged by partner, and another D puts 6H 
down. Anything else and the contract makes.  
 All very easy, eh? Well Lorraine-Marian were 
in 4H making 11; Julie-Bob got it exactly right at 
5H making 11; Joan-Enid managed 4H making 13 
(4H is defended differently to 6H); Betty-Rita, 
Helen-Trevor and Hazel-Jenny were in 6H making 
11; Jean-Fran top scored at 6H making 13; Bob-
Richard’s 7H made 11. In fact, of the 19 slam 
bidders, 9 made 11, 7 made 13, and 2 made 12, 
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apparently the latter defenders couldn’t read  
partner’s signal and did not continue Ds after the 
DA or DK lead. Andrew Pryde & Geoff Thomas 
were responsible for the bidding mix up that 
produced 7NTX. When the DA was led, Andrew 
asked how many Ds they had and claimed the rest 
for 5 down and -1400.  
 Qualifying honours went to Betty Willson & 
Rita Wood and Joan Sadleir & Enid Smith who 
made it into the championship. Joyce Rosser & 
Joan Sargent, Carol Wilson & Joan Schuh, and 
Bob Pearce & Richard McLauchlan made the plate 
while the rest went into the consolations.  
 Merilyn Wright also qualified for the 
championship without even entering the event. 
One player took ill at lunch and Merilyn 
substituted for her in Q2, boosting her partner’s 
Q1 score by enough to make the major final.  
 The cards in the finals seemed friendlier than in 
qualifying with no real excitement for most. Best 
results came from Kath Rooney and Jan Rae who 
won consolation 2, while Julie Cutmore and Bob 
Dancer finished third. The raffles were well 
supported and were all won by club members in 
Fran Husband, Kath Rooney and Carmel Steer 
(nice to see the kitchen helpers have a win).  
 Championship winners were Ralph Parker (who 
seems to be winning everything these days) and 
John Mills. Ralph was another to tell Pam what a 
pleasure it is to play in such a well organised and 
well run tournament. 

Richard McLauchlan 
 

Library procedures 
MEMBERS may borrow books from the library 
free of charge for 1 month. When borrowing, take 
the correct card from the front index and fill in 
your name and the date. Place the card under the 
correct letter in the back index. When returning, 
reverse the procedure: ie take the card from the 
back index, sign the book back in, replace it in the 
library and file the card in the front index. A list of 
library publications is on the door. Items marked 
RESTRICTED are not to be removed from the 
cupboard, they are for Director use only. Please 
follow these procedures to ensure the library 
operates properly. 

Ilene Bishop (Librarian) 
 

Sympathies 
IT has been a sad month for a few of our members. 
Our sympathies to Muriel Anderssen and Barbara 
Armstrong who both lost husbands, and Lorraine 
Baumann who lost a sister. 
 

Australia-wide multi-pairs 
THE AWMP at Arana had 13½ tables, playing 2 
boards per, round with the first 24 boards played 
counting towards the final score. True to form, the 
organisers managed to transpose the N/S and E/W 
scoring on board 20, and print a different board 8 
on the travelling score compared to the booklet.  
 It seemed like the night for dropping singleton 
kings of trumps. On board 26, Bob and I pushed to 
6S with spade holdings of:   

 A Q 5 4 9 8 7 6 3 

  I wondered why I held all the middle Ss and 
figured I must be meant to lead the 9. That actually 
works if left hand opponent plays 10 Q K, regain 
the lead and finesse again against the SJ. Don 
Smith was the party-pooper who ducked the 9 so I 
played the Q, losing to Darlene’s bare K. The 
second S loser ensured 1 down. Silly me for not 
knowing the ‘standard safety play’ (according to 
the book) of small to the SA, dropping the bare K.  
 Bob got caught the same way on board 17 
which we bid to 6H, holding Hs of:   

 Q 9 5 A J 10 8 3 

 As soon as he called for the HQ, I suggested he 
had learned little from the previous 24 boards. 
Sure enough, the HK was offside and singleton. 
No suggestion of the HA as the safety play this 
time.  
 Board 23 went 1H / / X by Harry Cleeton with 
14 hcp and a singleton HK. That was passed out, 
Julie Cleeton holding H10 9 8 7 5 4: one down for 
-200 was not a nice start. Some N/Ss got even on 
board 8 when Ws 1C was doubled and left in.   

8/W/Nil K 6 3 W N E S 
  A K Q 7 3 2 1C 2C / 3C 
  A K Q 9 / 3H / 4C 
A 10 -- QJ92 
10 5 4  J 8 6  
J 5 2  10 8 7 6 3 
A K 10 4 3 8 7 5 4 2 
  9 
  4 
  Q J 9 8 7 6 5  

 Under Judy’s system, N holding a 2 loser hand 
should bid 2C (Bob did). E passed and I bid 3C (it 
looked good on the bidding sheet). Bob’s 4H 
making 10 scored a paltry 43%; 1CW* 3 down is 
70%, 4 down is 85%; always plenty of anomalies 
in the scoring of these events. We bid and made 6S 
on board 28 for 95%, but even 4S making 12 
scored 85%! Winners were: Bob Pearce & Richard 
McLauchlan (men); Pam Horton & Jenny Lewis 
(women); Joyce Rosser & Gary Lynch (mixed). 

Richard McLauchlan 



 

Convenor’s congress 
WE managed to get through our 4th congress 
without too much trouble although I had several 
confrontations with males (not from our club but 
who shall remain nameless) on Saturday morning. 
The Pine Shire chose this weekend to hold its 
‘whatever’ in the park and parking was a major 
concern. I claimed the left parking area as ours 
with many words spoken. We eventually roped the 
gate off, Bob and Merilyn standing guard. We 
didn’t get any complaints from the bridge players 
about parking, noise, odours etc etc. I have since 
warned all in charge of the Pine Festival that the 
1st weekend in June is ours.  

 Sunday was pleasantly quiet. Bridgewise, all 
went according to plan, though my early departure 
on Saturday found that Jenny was playing in the 
green section, so tables had to be changed 
hurriedly. It wasn’t really Jenny’s fault; I had all 
my prize envelopes colour coded for the sections. 
Many players complimented the food preparers 
and several remarked on the large number of 
willing workers.  

 My thanks to all who helped in any way with 
the preparations. I keep saying that I’m not going 
to do it next year but you all help so willingly that 
it makes my job easier. I will attempt to name all 
who came along and gave of their time; if I miss 
anyone, I am truly sorry, there were so many.  

 Friday night saw Ted McGrath, Alison 
Fulwood, Richard McLauchlan, Bob Pearce, Ilene 
Bishop, Albert & Jenny Lewis, Val & Bill Acklin, 
John Willson and Trevor Cullen all running 
around doing exactly as they were told, while 
Philip & Ailsa Smith quietly decorated the front 
entrance to the hall.  

 Saturday morning early, once again Ted was 
there to open up. Henry Polt arrived soon after 
with his fridge and Alison and her gang of Beryl 
Bell, Carmel Steer, Gay Hull, Gloria Cruice, 
Merilyn Wright, Liz Marshall, Hazel Bitomsky & 
Jenny Lewis set to work. The coffee room went 
into action via my very experienced team of Marie 
Harvey, Margarette Golden, Betty Brandt & 
Vonnie Wallace.  

 The raffle was organised by Alison who was far 
too busy in the kitchen to sell tickets during the 
congress. This little chore went to Henry Polt 
(Saturday) and Bob Pearce (Sunday).  

 The Sunday team comprised several males. 
Great to see Peter Nottingham, Peter MacDonald, 
Tony Agar, Don Cutmore along with Sharon Agar, 
Lorraine Steele, Mary Wilson, Joan Fitzherbert 
and Trish Diddhams to strengthen the  forces. 

Zelma O’Connor, Wendy Pollard & Vonnie 
Wallace manned the coffee; bridge players drink 
gallons of it and eat over 1000 pieces of home 
made goodies.  

 Following play on Sunday, yet another gang 
moved in to clean up: Bill & Val Acklin, Helen & 
Richard McLauchlan, Bob Pearce, Henry Polt, 
Jenny Lewis, Julie & Don Cutmore, Alison 
Fulwood, Merilyn & Alan Wright and Philip & 
Ailsa Smith. Alan produced the rum and Richard 
the coke to make me a strong drink to celebrate the 
weekend.  

 To all the chocolate, biscuit, cake, slice, scone 
& pikelet makers, a big thank you. Without your 
support, the club and the congress would not 
benefit to the same degree. Some say we shouldn’t 
be bothered running a congress, as it is a lot of 
work and not a large percentage of our players 
enter. But we are a steadily growing club in the 
eyes of the QBA and part of our ‘growing up’ is to 
perform as an affiliate of this association. The 
congress attracts ‘name’ players to our club so that 
those of you who do enter, have a chance to play 
against them, or to just watch the pros in action.  

 We had a full capacity of 30 tables with 4½ 
tables turned away from lack of space. When we 
get our own clubhouse, the event will be even 
bigger and better. Special thanks to Joan McPheat 
& Reg Busch who ran the event so smoothly. Reg 
is very supportive before the event and Joan keeps 
me going throughout the weekend. I have already 
booked them for 31 May & 1 June 1997 - put these 
dates in your diary.  

 To Alison, a big bravo for her great work in the 
kitchen. My job is made so much easier knowing 
that all is well in the food area. Merilyn, my ‘girl 
Friday Saturday & Sunday’ did a great job in being 
everywhere and doing all the odd jobs; many 
thanks. To Jenny, who helped with all the 
shopping and making the new tablecloths, a big 
thank you. Richard, thank you for you support - no 
matter what I suggested, he gave me full support 
and did my ‘bidding’. Thanks to Deslei Den Haan 
for purchasing the wine prizes and to Don & Tony 
for being my runners on Sunday.  

 I have finished the balance sheet using 
guesstimates for QBA levies and hall hire. The 
actual figures should not affect the final result by 
much. We made a nice profit of $863, down a little 
from last year due to a drop in the raffle takings. 
We have a really great club of willing workers - 
thanks to you all. 

Pam Horton (Congress Convenor) 
 



 

Queensland mixed pairs 
A SMALLER field than usual (27 tables) 
contested this year’s mixed pairs at Toowong. 
Arana was represented by Helen McLauchlan 
partnering Bob Pearce and Pam Horton partnering 
me. The field still had plenty of class which was 
thoroughly tested by a continuous string of 
atrocious trump breaks from the computer dealt 
boards.  
 Qualifying produced no real joy, although Pam 
and I did manage a second in Q2. Unfortunately, 
we gave away too much in Q1 and joined Helen, 
Bob and some name players in the consolation. 
Board 4 in F1 seemed typical of our finals form, 
proving too tough for both Bob and me.  

4/W/All  8 5 2 W E 
  5 4 2 2C 2D 
  5 2 2H 3H 
 K Q J 6 9 8 6 3 2 10 3 3S 4H 
 Q J 10 3   A 9 8 6 6NT 
 --  A K 9 8 6 4 
 A K Q 10 7 A 9 7 4 4 
  K 7 
  Q J 10 7 3  
  J 5  

 Pam’s 2D bid showed the DA, and 3H the HA, 
but the 4H bid was support for Hs which I took as 
the HK (confirming DA & HA) and tried for 6NT 
(I’d have preferred 6H or 5H to show H support). 
N led the C3, killing S’s J but that did not really 
help. It was obvious that the contract depended on 
the HK being with N. No joy there and I went 1 
off.  
 Bob and Helen bid to 6H, also going off when 
Bob tried ditching dummy’s Ss on his Cs but the 
third round was ruffed and he still lost the HK. On 
a non-S lead, 6H can make. Win the C or D lead 
and lead Cs, discarding dummy’s Ss. After S ruffs 
the third round, win the return and lead H3 to the 
A, S’s HK falling (ya gotta be lucky, also easier in 
hindsight). Make the top Cs & Ds and cross ruff 
the rest, N finally under ruffing with his small 
trumps.  
 Helen and Bob had a very good final session, 
scoring 6l% and annihilating one pair 47-1 along 
the way. Pam & I played them on the very last 
round with the honours even at 24-24, but they 
finished well in front on the day. 

Richard McLauchlan 
 

Toowoomba 96 
THE big autumn wet caused several cancellations 
from the Toowoomba congress, leaving a smallish 
19 table field. Helen and I ventured up the range, 
running second in both Q1 and Q2 for a spot in the 

7 table championship. The field may have been 
small but it lacked nothing in strength and small 
lapses were severely punished. An average start 
was spoilt by Jackman-Hutton in round 3.  

11/S/Nil Q 10 7 S W N E  
  10 7 5 4 / 1S / 1NT  
  A 10 5 / 3S / 4S  
 A J 9 8 3 2 Q 9 6 4  
 A   K 8 6 
 K 8 4 3  Q J 9 
 A J K 6 5 K 10 8 4 3 2 
  Q J 9 3 2 
  7 6 2  
  7 5  

 We found game with the secondary S fit and 
Helen duly made 10 tricks, losing the SK, SQ & 
DA. All very average? No way! Bottom score went 
to the E/W who let N/S play 4H going 4 down for 
200; next was our 4S for 420; then the 4 pairs 
playing 3NT making 12 for 490. Top score was 
6CW (presumably off a strong 2C opening) 
making 12 for 920. Maybe next year the weather 
and the cards will be kinder. 

Richard McLauchlan 
 

Gold point teams heats 
AFTER 3 weeks of heats, all 14 Arana teams 
competing earned some gold master points. The 
top four teams progressing to the Brisbane zone 
finals at QCBC on Friday nights of 14, 21 & 28 
June are CULLEN (Trevor &. Darryl, Helen 
McLauchlan, Merilyn Wright), PEARCE (Bob, 
Richard McLauchlan, Carol Wilson, Judy 
Perkins), ACKLIN  (Val, Betty Willson, Rita Wood, 
Gary Lynch) and HORTON (Pam, Jenny Lewis, 
Joyce Rosser, Joan Sargent). 

 

Important dates 
• Fri 14-21-28/6 Finals (QCBC) gold point teams 
• Mon 17/6 Red point session 
• Tue 18/6 Red point session 
• Wed 19/6 Red point session 
• Sun 23/6 Toowong pairs 
• Sat 29-30/6 Bribie congress 
• Sun 30/6 BBC novice pairs 
• Tue 2-9-16/7 Swiss pairs 
• Wed 3-10-17/7 Pairs championship 
• Sat 6-7/7 Gold Coast congress 
• Sun 14/7 Qld graded pairs (QCBC) 
• Mon 15/7 Management committee 
• Sat 20-21/7 Goondiwindi congress 
• Sat 21/7 Noosa pars 
• Sat 21/7 Director’s workshop 


